Use of BPU Registered Suppliers, Energy Agents, and Consultants

Under EDECA, any organization that sells power supply or natural gas must be registered and approved
by the BPU as an “energy supplier.” In addition, any individual or organization that assists customers
(including government agencies) in procuring energy supply must be registered with the BPU as an
“energy agent” or “energy consultant.” This means that contracting units must ensure that individuals
or organizations aiding the procurement must be a registered energy agent. Information on licensed
energy agents and energy supplies is on the BPU website.

EDECA defines an energy agent as “a person duly registered pursuant to the provisions of this act, that
arranges the sale of retail electricity or electric related services or retail gas supply or gas related
services between government aggregators or private aggregators and electric power suppliers or gas
suppliers, but does not take title to the electric or gas sold.” In this case, a government aggregator is
defined as an individual government agency buying for itself, or a government agency that serves as a
lead agency for other government organizations to facilitate the purchase of energy (a cooperative).

BPU regulations (N.J.A.C. 14-4-5.1) specifically require that a person shall not arrange the sale of
electricity or gas supply between a government aggregator and a third party supplier without first
registering as an energy agent. The BPU also registers “energy consultants” that are energy agents with
the added authority to obtain customer energy usage electronic data from utility companies.
Contracting units must be sure that whoever is assisting them with energy procurement needs is
properly registered with the BPU.


http://www.state.nj.us/bpu/about/divisions/energy/thirdparty.html
http://www.state.nj.us/bpu/about/divisions/energy/thirdparty.html

